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ATTAC General Assembly at La Ciotat 


The French town of La  Ciotat, on the 
Mediterranean coast, ¡is a symbol in its own right 
- asymbol of worker solidarity, first of all, during 
its long, proud heyday as a major shipyard 
employing some 6000 workers. Then again, a 
symbol of sturdy, united opposition to the dictates 
of global finance, when the European 
Commission, in far-off Brussels, decreed that the 
shipyards of La Ciotat should be phased out of 
activity, in favour of shipyards on the Atlantic and 
North Sea coasts. In the depths of recession, a 
paltry 164 workers continued to be employed. The 
town's young people began to drift away ... But 
the election, in 1995, of a leftwing mayor, Mrs 
Rosy Samna, has revived hope, the new maritime 
industries which have her backing already employ 
1700 workers. The citizens of La Ciotat are 
determined to "re-appropriate" their world. This is 
the town which was aptly chosen as the venue of 
the first General Assembly of ATTAC on October 
23 and 24. 


Under a great green-and-white striped marquee 
some 1500 chairs were set out, with another 500 
or so in reserve. Other similar tents revealed 
different stands, manned by local and regional 
groups of ATTAC France, by the League of Human 
Rights, by the Confédération Paysanne (the radical 
farmers' union)...and housed the ballot-box for 
the election of members of the new committee of 
ATTAC France. 


The first speeches, by the Mayoress of La Ciotat 
herself, welcoming the General Assembly, then 
by the founding members of ATTAC, Bernard 
Cassen, president, and Ignacio Ramonet, editor 
of Le Monde Diplomatique, were made to an 


audience of some 600 people, mostly long-time 
supporters of the movement, densely grouped in 
the front rows of chairs. Gradually, silently, the 
rows were filled, as people broke away from the 
peripheral marquees and moved to the central 
assembly tent. The treasurer of ATTAC rose to 
give the financial statement. Unexpectedly, he 
brought talent to a normally arid part of the 
proceedings, made figures interesting, and even 
entertaining, drawing laughter, and spontaneous 
applause ...The chairs filled up. 


Members of ATTAC attending the assembly were 
invited to ask questions and make comments. A 
queue quickly formed behind each of the two 
microphones, and the quirky, lively, often 
awkward, but finally defining and determining, 
process of democratic debate took over. Some 
internal procedures - such as the voting system - 
came in for criticism. Local groups spoke of their 
hopes, their problems. There was, on the whole, 
a lot of coherence, a general keying-in to the 
main theme of "re-appropriating the world". Very 
French, somehow, was the analysis of the two- 
pronged thrust of ATTAC, defined in terms of an 
educational vocation, on the one hand, and an 
activist responsibility on the other. The 
educational aspect was, amongst other things, 
brought out by Susan George, who stressed that 
economic liberalism and its train of poverty and 
injustice was not a fatality, but that citizens, 
determined, and armed with right information, 
could act together to change a course of events 
presented as 'inevitable'. The  activist 
responsibility was  ¡llustrated in sober but 
impressive terms by the elected governor of the 
Brazilian province of Minas Gerais, who described 
the massive task facing him. These speakers 
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addressed a full house. All the extra chairs were 
brought into use. 


La Ciotat was a good place to be, this windy 
October weekend. The little cafe on the harbour, 
selling its sandwiches of Corsican "'figatelli', 
welcomed the customers from ATTAC by playing 
"Le Temps des Cerises", a rallying song for 
French activists since the early days of the labour 
movement. 


Health not care 
After 9 days of strike during which 


- nurses covered essential services and were on 
call from the picket lines for emergencies, all this 
for free 


- the public, general practitioners, and even junior 
medical doctors whose already heavy work load 
was further increased by the strike, all showed 
overwhelming support for the nurses 


the nurses have been offered a settlement 
package which falls short of their expectations but 
which their unions are urging them to accept. The 
government has managed to make some 
concessions (which it could have made without 
forcing the nurses into a strike) while displaying 
its absolute determination not to break 
partnership agreements, a firm message to other 
public service sector employees which should earn 
it brownie points from the employers. 


All this posturing at the expense of the nurses and 
the public health patients can only further alienate 
the electorate and deepen the ambient cynicism. 
Indeed, in spite of anxious urging to go to the 
polls, only 28% of eligible voters took part in the 
latest by-election. 


The determination to keep in their place" the little 
people" or "the populace" (2 expressions currently 
in vogue in the media) is creating a seething pool 
of resentment. The gap is widening between 
citizens and their elected representatives but also 
between rank and file trade unionists and union 
leaders. One of the striking nurses is quoted as 
saying:"l am aware that our union leader was paid 
throughout the strike and that he asked us 
nevertheless to forgo our own wages" (Sunday 
Tribune 31/10/1999). We are also all aware that 
nurses in private hospitals were told by their union 
not to join the picket lines. 


Claudine- Attac-lreland 
irelandOattac. org 





World Wide Demonstrations 


While in France the call for a demonstration has 
been made for Saturday 27" November by more 
than twenty major French NGOs, organizations, 
political parties and unions: AC ! - AILES - AITEC - 
Alternative Libertaire - APEIS - ATTAC - CFDT 
ANPE - CFDT Banques - CFDT Transports 
Equipement - CGT - Confédération Paysanne - 
Coordination pour le Contróle Citoyen de l'OMC - 
CRID - DAL - Droits Devant - EdSL - France 
Libertés - FSU - Groupe des 10 - LCR - Les Verts - 
MNCP - PCF - UFAL - UNEF-1D, (see The World is 
not a Commodity in +8 issue) here is a call for 
actions sent by "Peoples Global Action 
Secretariat" <pgaQagp.org> 


The PGA, at its second world conference in 
Bangalore, India, called for November 30 to 
be an Global Day of Action. Organisations 
and movements from dozens of countries 
enthusiastically endorsed this decentralised 
action and pledged to organise local events in 
India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, U.K., Germany, 
Argentina, Switzerland, Spain, Colombia, etc. 


Although most of the actions are being 
planned for that date, there are also groups 
that are responding to the call but staging 
their N30 actions in other dates. For 
instance, in India the National Alliance of 
Peoples' Movements has given a call for 
actions spread over a longer period, from 
November 21st (international day of action of 
fisherfolk) to December 3rd (anniversary of 
the Union Carbide disaster in Bhopal). These 
actions  - mass  protests,  educative 
programmes, delegations to the authorities, 
etc. -will focus attention on the impacts of 
globalisation, including the WTO, its policies 
and agreements, on various sectors of the 
population  (fisherfolk, forest produce 
gatherers and other tribals, women, farmers, 
industrial and agricultural labour, etc.), 
reflected through the struggles such as 
opposition to Narmada dams, the struggle 
against foreign fishing vessels, displacement 
due to infrastructure development and mega- 
cities, and others. (Contact Mahendra at 


ka 


attac 


<mahendras1Oyahoo.com>, tel +91-22-557 
4895 for more information). 


Similarly, there will be a big demonstration in 
Geneva (where the headquarters of the WTO 
are based) on the 27th, since this date, being 
a Saturday, is more appropriate for the large 
number of organisations which are calling it 
(contact red-red2Ospan.ch for more 
information). 


Below you find an edited summary of the call 
for action prepared by the November 30 
Global Day of Action Collective. 


GLOBAL DAY OF ACTION NOVEMBER 30, 
1999 


LET OUR RESISTANCE BE AS 
TRANSNATIONAL AS CAPITAL! A Global Day 
of Action, Resistance and Carnival Against 
the Global Capitalist System Laugh in the 
Face of the Global Economy!! 


Activists from diverse groups and movements 
around the world are discussing, networking 
and organising for an INTERNATIONAL DAY 
OF ACTION on November 30th. On this day, 
ministers of 134 governments will be in 
Seattle for the 3rd conference of the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO), at which they will 
decide on new policies that will further 
escalate the exploitation of our planet and its 
people by the global capitalist system. The 
'key players' (the Northern governments, 
especially those of the USA and the European 
Union) want to push through a new version 
of the Multilateral Agreement on Investment 
(MAI), expand the agreements that grant 
agrochemical and biotechnological TNCs new 
domination rights over the agriculture and 
the food systems of the whole world, 
strengthen intellectual property rights and 
patents on life, and further  capitalist 
globalisation through a new round of free 
trade talks. 


A coalition of radical activists has formed in 
Seattle to stage actions against the 
conference, and activist groups around the 
world are planning to converge on the city. 


Also, the international network Peoples' 
Global Action against 'Free' Trade and the 
WTO (PGA) and the IWW (International 
Workers of the World) are planning ACTIONS 
around the world. Various grassroots groups 
prepare to take action in their own parts of 
the world in recognition that the CAPITALIST 
SYSTEM, based on the exploitation of people, 
societies and the environment for the profit 
of a few, is the PRIME CAUSE of present 
SOCIAL AND ECOLOGICAL TROUBLES. 


In view of these developments, we now call 
for SYMPATHETIC COMMUNITIES, 
GRASSROOTS GROUPS, AND INDIVIDUALS 
around the world to organise their OWN 
AUTONOMOUS ACTIONS, protests, and 
carnivals in solidarity against the capitalist 
system on November 30th. Our simultaneous 
TRANSFORMATION OF THE  CAPITALIST 
SOCIAL ORDER around the world - in the 
streets, neighbourhoods, fields, factories, 
offices, commercial centres, financial 
districts, and so on - will contribute to the 
process of bringing separate struggles 
together based on co-operation, ecological 
sustainability, and grassroots democracy. 


This call is made in the spirit of continuing 
the process of building a strong, bold and 
CREATIVE GRASSROOTS MOVEMENT against 
the economic and political institutions of 
capitalism. For as we realise that no ¡issue is 
isolated, be it the exploitation of workers, the 
bankruptcy of  peasant  farmers, the 
displacement of indigenous peoples by 
"development" programmes or the 
destruction of our environment, we also 
realise that we must act together and UNITE 
OUR STRUGGLES AGAINST the social, 
political, and economic institutions of THE 
CAPITALIST SYSTEM. Only a strong and 
united movement of grassroots groups based 
on mutual respect and  solidarity, who 
struggle independent of these institutions 
and seek to effect change directly through 
their own autonomous action can dissolve 
their power and BUILD A BETTER SOCIAL 
ORDER based on grassroots organisation. 
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The actions on the 30 of November will 
BRING DIFFERENT MOVEMENTS TOGETHER 
in solidarity with one another and strengthen 
the mutual bonds of otherwise disparate 
groups - workers, the unemployed, students, 
trade unionists, peasants, the landless, 
fishers, women's groups, ethnic minorities, 
indigenous peoples, peace activists, 
environmental activists, ecologists, and 
others. This process will be continued 
through FURTHER GLOBAL DAYS OF ACTION 
IN THE FUTURE - MAYDAY 2000, for instance, 
has been pointed out as a perfect symbolic 
and real opportunity to  escalate our 
resistance. 


The PRESENT PROPOSAL of a November 30th 
global day of action FOLLOWS from the 
success of the co-ordinated global day of 
action on JUNE 18TH this year, and is 
intended to expand on it in the same spirit. 
On that day, separate grassroots movements 
in over 30 countries on all continents worked 
together and JOINED FORCES AGAINST THE 
GLOBAL CAPITALIST SYSTEM. The day saw 
for ¡instance marches by workers in 
Bangladesh and Pakistan; a fake trade fair by 
Uruguayan activists; thousands of people in a 
carnival in London's financial district; 
occupations and street parties in Spain, Italy, 
USA, and Canada; ten thousand people in 
Nigeria protesting the oil industry and 
imperialism; and, in Melbourne, a prominent 
politician hit with a cream pie and a logging 
multinational blockaded with dead wombats. 
For more information, see: 

http: //www.j¡18.org 





The November 30th global day of action 
would be organised in a non-hierarchical 
way, as a DECENTRALISED AND INFORMAL 
NETWORK of autonomous groups that 


struggle in solidarity and  co-operation 
employing  non-authoritarian,  grassroots 
democratic forms of organisation. 


Your INITIATIVE AND PARTICIPATION, no 
matter how small, are crucial to the success 
of the November 30th day of action in your 
location. If your group or organisation plans 
an action on November 30th, please let 
others know as soon as possible, to 
FACILITATE NETWORKING and 
communication, as well as International 
media efforts. Please send your contact 
information to: n30contactstOangelfire.com 
to be included in an international contacts 
list. The more detailed information you send 
(land address, phone number, fax number, 
email) the better, but, for your own security, 
do not include any contact information that 
you prefer not to be made public. 


We expect to COMMUNICATE 
INTERNATIONALLY PRIMARI LY BY EMAIL, and 
so encourage all groups and individuals who 
plan to take action to subscribe to suitable 
mailing lists, and in general make efforts to 
STAY IN TOUCH through this and other 
means. There is a list of available mailing 
lists in the appendix below. 


Please FORWARD THIS PROPOSAL to 
appropriate lists and to people who will be 
interested, reproduce it and circulate, put it 
on a web site, and most importantly, ACT. 


NOVEMBER 30 GLOBAL DAY OF ACTION 
COLLECTIVE N30 c/o IWW, 5215 Ballard NW, 
Seattle, WA. 98107, (+1 - 206) 706-6250, 
http: //go.to/n30 





Rendezvous with ATTAC 


From this issue to the next one here is the list of ATTAC meetings around the world. For more 





information, please see: <http://attac. org/fra/cale> 
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Wednesday: ILE DE LA REUNION - LA CIOTAT - REIMS - SAO PAULO - RIO DA JANEIRO 
Thursday : PARIS CENTRE - ANGOULEME - JUSSIEU UNIVERSITY 

Friday : BOURGES - TARBES 

Saturday: PARIS 

Monday: SAINT ETIENNE - RUFFEC - SAINT DIE - METZ - BRIOUDE 

Tuesday : PARIS 15 - NOISIEL - COMPIEGNE 


Wednesday : PARIS 13 - PARIS 8/16/17/18 - GRENOBLE - AUXERRE - NANTERRE 
UNIVERSITY (call for all students in the Paris area) 


